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Dear Brother Knights,  

A lot has happened since our last newsletter and I would like to share with you a few of my feelings.  
Brother James Stroh and myself attended the state convention in Ontario Ca. It was the first one either 
of us had attended, and I was over taken by the enthusiasm of all the brother knights had for our order 
and our faith from all over the state. I came away feeling very Proud to a Knight of Columbus.  

I had the honor of attending the last graduation of St. Lawrence School. Brothers Mike Monk, Vince 
Verrastro, John Green, and I handed out rosaries to all the children and teachers of the school. Our 
council also gave Sister Roberta a special thank you card and gift. We then joined Brother Monte at the 
hall and helped serve the graduates and family brunch. I hope that our small gift helps strengthen the 
bond of their faith and family.  

As you all know we sponsor the Boy Scout troop. Well our troop has produced an Eagle Scout!  I 
attended the ceremony with brothers Monte Austin, Kelly Henderson, and Henry Nanjo. We can all be 
very proud of Eagle Scout Bryant Locke and we all applaud his accomplishment. Less than 2 percent of 
all scouts in the nation become eagle scouts so it is nice to see that our investment in the troop is not 
only appreciated but is paying dividends at the highest level.   

The states motto for this year is Faith, Charity, and Family. Well our council might not be as big as 
some; but I can tell you when it comes to Faith, Charity, and Family, I think they must have been 
thinking of Msgr. Gabrielli Council #4991. We are a group of men; whom I am proud to say, is always 
thinking of how we can be of service to others.   

I hope you all are in good health and God bless  

Dan Heisler 
Grand Knight   

New Knights

 

We have been really active bringing in new members this year.  So far we have brought in 7 new 
brothers and we just interviewed 3 more before the November Business Meeting.  The new brothers are:  
Colston “Wade” Turner, Lester Wells, Kosmo Heisler, Ulric Bellaire, Tamrat Girma, John Kennedy and 
Enrique Canto.    

Knights of Columbus Scholarship

  

We are happy to announce that Lucas Mullen and Justin Stott, were each selected to receive the 2007 
Msgr. Virgil Gabrielli Scholarships for $500. We received several applications and the 
evaluation/selection committee found it very challenging to select two students for award of the 
scholarships. We are forwarding two $500 checks to Jesuit and Christian Brothers High Schools to apply 
towards Lucas' and Justin's tuition for the upcoming school year.  

Thanks to those who submitted applications. If you know a student who will be a Freshman, Sophomore, 
Junior or Senior at a Catholic high school in the Fall of 2008, please encourage them to submit an 
application next year.     
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 Fr. Jovito Rata Ordained at Cathedral of Blessed Sacramento

  
One of our council members was ordained into the Priesthood on June 29, 2007.  Fr. Jovito joined our 
council in 2004 when he was a seminarian staying at St. Lawrence with Fr. Joe to learn about the parish 
life of a priest.  At that time we discovered that he was a First Degree Knight and invited him to our 
meetings.  Jovito would come to many of our activities and jump right in with a helping hand.  We 
helped him along and got him through the rest of the Degrees and he is now a 4th Degree Knight.  We 
also supported him financially through the Knights of Columbus RSVP program and kept in touch with 
him when he returned to the seminary in Oregon.    

After his ordination, he celebrated his Thanksgiving Mass at St. Lawrence Church and afterwards the 
parish held a large party for Fr. Jovito.  The Council supported this party with both financial and physical 
help.  We presented Fr. Jovito with a Traveling Mass Kit that contained a challis, host box, crucifix, 2 
candles and 2 cruets.  Fr. Jovito Rata, Jr. is currently assigned to Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Redding.         

Newly ordained Fr. Jovito Rata processing out 
of the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. 

The Council gave Fr. Jovito a traveling mass kit.  
G.K. Heisler is displaying the kit as Fr. Jovito 
and some of the council members look on. 

G.K. Dan Heisler presenting Fr. Jovito with the 
gift from Msgr. Virgil Gabrielli Council.   
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Activities Calendar

 
Please save this page and refer to it for dates of activities.   

December 2007  
Date

 
Time Place Event 

5 7:30PM Gabrielli Hall Officers. Meeting 
8 8:30AM St. Lawrence Hall Breakfast Setup 
9 7:30 – 10:30AM St. Lawrence Hall Monthly Breakfast 
19 7:30PM Gabrielli Hall Business Meeting 

     

January 2008  
Date

 

Time Place Event 
2 7:30PM Gabrielli Hall Officers’ Meeting 
5 6:00PM Gabrielli Hall Epiphany Celebration 
12 8:30AM St. Lawrence Hall Breakfast Setup 
13 7:30AM St. Lawrence Hall Monthly Breakfast 
16 7:30PM Gabrielli Hall Business Meeting 

     

February 2008  
Date

 

Time Place Event 
2 9:00 AM St. Lawrence Hall Crab Feed Set-Up 
2 8:00 AM St. Lawrence Hall Crab Feed 
6 7:30PM Gabrielli Hall Officers’ Meeting 
9 8:30AM St. Lawrence Hall Breakfast Setup 
10 7:30AM St. Lawrence Hall Monthly Breakfast 
20 7:30PM Gabrielli Hall Business Meeting 

     

March 2008  
Date

 

Time Place Event 
5 7:30PM Gabrielli Hall Officers’ Meeting 
8 8:30AM St. Lawrence Hall Breakfast Setup 
9 7:30AM St. Lawrence Hall Monthly Breakfast 
19 7:30PM Gabrielli Hall Business Meeting 
29 5:00PM St. Lawrence Hall Corned Beef and Cabbage 

Dinner 

      

Monthly Breakfast

 

The Knights serve a breakfast every 2nd Sunday of the month from 7:30 to 10:30.  Cost is $3.00 per 
person or $9.00 per family (parents and their minor children).  Breakfast includes 2 eggs, 2 pancakes, 2 
slices of bacon, toast, small juice and coffee.  Can’t beat this price anywhere on a Sunday morning.    
We can also use help - mainly after the 8:30 mass until we clean up the hall (about 11:30).  So come 
and join us either for breakfast or to pitch in and give us a hand. 
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From the desk of your Brother Knight Field Agent

  
September is Life Insurance Awareness Month.  To help educate consumers about the need for and 
value of adequate life insurance protection, the Life Insurance Market Research Association (LIMRA) has 
published the following five facts.  These statistics are certainly worth considering.  

Fact 1:  Nearly three-fourths of North Americans agree that life insurance is the best way to protect 
against premature death of the primary wage earner.  

Fact 2:  Twenty-four million households have no life insurance protection at all.  Almost one third of 
adults have no life insurance protection.  

Fact 3:  Forty-four percent of all households either don’t own life insurance and believe they should, or 
own life insurance and believe they need more.  Among those that already own some life insurance, 40 
percent believe they don’t have enough.  

Fact 4:  One-fourth of primary wage earners feel they do not have a plan in place to provide a decent 
standard of living for their family if they died tomorrow.  Twelve percent of families would immediately 
have trouble meeting everyday living expenses and another 15 percent would have difficulty keeping up 
after several months.  

Fact 5:  People would like to discuss life insurance with a qualified professional agent.  They believe that 
buying life insurance is an important and complex financial decision.  Half find it difficult to decide how 
much to buy, and 43 percent worry about making the wrong decision.  

I’d like to meet with you in your home, at your convenience.  I’ll work with you to make sure your family 
is protected.  As a brother Knight you can trust, I’ll take the stress and worry out of the buying decision.  

Call me – let’s talk.  

Rustico (Rusty) Bigalbal 
Tel: (916) 769-2115 
E-mail: rustico.bigalbal@kofc.org    

Up Coming Events

  

Epiphany Celebration 

 

We are doing something different this year – instead of a Christmas Party, we will celebrate The 
Epiphany.  There will be appetizers, drinks and a white elephant exchange.  Please save the date 
Saturday, January 5, 2008 and join us in Gabrielli Hall for an evening of family fun.  We will start after 
the 4:45pm Mass.  

Free Throw Contest

 

We will be having a Free Throw Contest for the kids again this year.  The contest is 
open to boys and girls ages 10 through 14 based on their age on Jan. 1, 2008.  We are 
coordinating this so the Sunday morning Religious Education students can participate.  
This is a free event, every one receives a certificate and the winners receive an award 
and will be invited to the District Contest.  Watch the St. Lawrence Bulletin for the date 
and time.  We need help with registration, keeping score, and filling out the certificates.   
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CRAB FEED

 
Our annual crab feed is coming up Feb. 2nd.  Tickets are $30.00.  We need to 
sell 300 tickets to make this a profitable event.  This is our 2nd largest 
fundraiser after the Fireworks booth.  If you can help work this event, let us 
know.  We need help setting up, cleaning up, with raffles, the bar, and the 
kitchen.  For tickets, call Dan Heisler - 783-4857 or Vince Verrastro - 961-8912  

Past Events

  


